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Broadway at Langley High
News, Page 13

Courtney Lund performs
‘It’s the Hard-Knock
Life,’ from the Broadway
musical ‘Annie.’ The
performers changed
outfits to fit the themes
of the musicals they
were portraying.

HomeLifeStyleHomeLifeStyle
Page 10

HomeLifeStyle Great FallsGreat Falls

Final Chance for
Brooks Farm?
News, Page 4

Great Falls Art Fest
On the Green
News, Page 3

Final Chance for
Brooks Farm?
News, Page 4

Great Falls Art Fest
On the Green
News, Page 3
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You don’t buy a house for the little things,
but they sure are good to know. Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices PenFed
Realty agents have the resources and
experience to make sure you know it all,
big and small.

Anyone can look on a map
to find parks. Not everyone
can tell you where the
hidden dog paths are.

Good to know.™
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Photo by Steve Hibbard/The Connection

Dean Souleles shows off his photography during the Great Falls Art Fest
on the Green last weekend.

Photos contributed

Donna Barnako at her tent, displaying paintings and jewelry design.

News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

T
he Great Falls Art Fest on the
Green was a great success last
weekend, June 3-5, with a con-
stant flow of several thousand

people walking and browsing through the
Great Falls Village Green despite the unpre-
dictable rainy weather. About 20 artists in
booths under tents joined with three indoor
artist’s studios — Artists on the Green, The
Artists’ Loft, and Artists’ Atelier — to show
off their artwork in oil, acrylics, watercol-
ors, mixed media paintings, pottery, photo-
graphs, jewelry, blown glass and fabric art.

“We’re very happy to see so many people
come,” said photographer Jim Diedrich of
Great Falls. “We enjoy being a part of the
community and it’s a desire to see Great
Falls become a center for the arts.”

“It was a very festive, community-oriented
environment,” said artist Begona Morton.
“We are doing the job of what a Town Hall
would do, together with other organiza-
tions; we appreciate the other organizations
who helped collaborate with us. It’s a com-
munity effort.”

“It was a wonderful community event
where people could wander in the tents and
studios and talk to the artists and purchase
art that they liked,” said Julie Casso, ex-
ecutive director of The Arts of Great Falls.

About 20 artists in
booths under tents
join three indoor
artist’s studios to
show their wares.

Great Falls Art Fest
on the Green

“It’s just a fun way to spend the weekend;
it was pretty steady, despite the weather,
which was pretty threatening all weekend.”

The event was co-sponsored by the Great
Falls Studios, Celebrate Great Falls and The
Arts of Great Falls.

The Concert on the Green, scheduled for
Sunday at 6 p.m., was canceled due to the
weather. The next Great Falls Art Fest stu-
dio tour will be on Oct. 14-16, 2016.

— Steve Hibbard

Visitors admire the artwork of Jill
Banks at her studio at the Artists’
Atelier.

Sponsored by the Arts of Great
Falls School, young artists try their
hands at using pastels at the
children’s booth.

The Root Vegetable Collection of
tea towels at the Begona Morton
Studio.

James Diedrich shows off his
photography of James Diedrich
Photography of Great Falls.

Tents with art work line the Great
Falls Village Green.
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By Ken Moore

The Connection

T
he Planning Commis-
sion deferred its deci-
sion on Brooks Farm,
perhaps for the last time.

“I think everyone agrees this pro-
cess has gone on long enough and
everyone, especially the neighbors
around Brooks Farm, deserves
resolution,” Dranesville Supervisor
John W. Foust wrote to the Great
Falls Citizens Association.

“I do not expect any more de-
lays and I believe the applicant
understands that the most recent
deferral is the final opportunity to
address the remaining issues that
GFCA has identified.”

The Planning Commission now
has the decision hearing on the cal-
endar for June 15, although the
hearing has been deferred six times.

The Great Falls Citizens Associa-
tion wrote Foust on May 9, nine
days before the scheduled Plan-
ning Commission decision.

“An additional community con-
cern recently was triggered after
public records research by the
Lake Estates HOA uncovered a
1968 deed of easement that per-

mits the Brooks Farm and adjacent
property owners to combine their
respective 16-foot and 34-foot par-
allel parcels of land to form a 50-
foot-wide parcel for a public road
connecting Brooks Farm to
Springvale Road,” according to
Great Falls Citizens Association.

The community never had the
opportunity to respond in
January’s public hearing to the
possibility of a cut-through road
because “the easement was never
disclosed by the applicant,” said
Eric Knudsen, present of GFCA.

“The applicant appears to have

the unilateral right to request VDOT
approval to construct a roadway
connecting the Brooks Farm prop-
erty to Springvale Road, thereby
creating a cut-through to Walker
Road via Forest Lake Drive,” he said.

“I have made it clear to the ap-
plicant that I believe your letter
identifies legitimate concerns,”
wrote Foust. Dranesville Planning
Commissioner John Ulfelder de-
ferred the May 18 commission
hearing to “provide the applicant
with a relatively short time to ad-
dress those concerns.”

GFCA CONTINUES TO OPPOSE
approval of the current proposal to
rezone the 51.9 acre Brooks Farm
property from the R-A zoning dis-
trict to R-E Cluster (Residential Es-
tate). The applicant proposes to
build 20 single family detached
homes on the farmland off
Springvale Road and around
Walker Lake Drive. More than 1,400
people in Great Falls signed a peti-
tion opposing the development.

Great Falls Citizens Association
has held numerous meetings on
the proposal — touching on envi-
ronmental questions including sep-
tic, well, stormwater and tree
canopy — including a Town Hall
meeting on May 10, attended by
more than 70 residents.

“The application remains unac-
ceptable to the Great Falls commu-
nity,” said Knudsen.

The application, according to
Knudsen’s letter to John Foust, fails
to “sufficiently address the envi-
ronmental and stormwater man-
agement concerns” raised by
GFCA’s experts; “contains an unac-
ceptable plan for tree preservation”
and “fails to address the likely

damage to trees on existing prop-
erties;” and “fails to address the
potential negative consequences of
an existing easement for access to
Springvale Road.”

THE APPLICANT, Basheer/
Edgemoore-Brooks, spent more
than a year revising its application
in attempt to meet concerns of resi-
dents, especially regarding density,
septic, stormwater, environment,
well, water, preservation of trees,
and other features of the property
around Walker Lake.

“It is very clear this is a special
piece of property to people in the
community,” said Gregory Riegle,
representing the developers. “We
went to great pains to ensure that
we have complete answers to
questions.”

Great Falls was part of a
downzoning more than 30 years
ago designed to protect drinking
water and the Potomac River, with
much of the area zoned for one
house for five acres.

GFCA passed a resolution oppos-
ing the rezoning application in
May 2015.

Dranesville Commissioner John Ulfelder deferred the
Brooks Farm decision for a sixth time to June 15, 2016.

Planning Commission defers Brooks Farm
decision one more time; Supervisor Foust

expects no more delays.
Final Chance for Brooks Farm?

News
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By Appointment Only Mon-Sat: 9 am-7 pm
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News

BSA Troop 55 Pick Up Litter on Walker Road
On June 4, Boy Scouts, adult scouters and family members from the Great Falls BSA
Troop 55, chartered by St. Francis Episcopal Church, picked up litter along Walker
Road. After two hours of hard work  Troop 55 collected 15 bags of trash, rescued a
wounded turtle found on road and submitted the turtle to wildlife rescue for possible
rehabilitation.

Photo contributed
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News

Langley High Freshmen
Receive STEM
Excellence Award

Oksana Vickers and Mandy Smith, both freshmen
at Langley High School, have been selected as the
2016 recipients of Amerian Association of Univer-
sity Women (AAUW) McLean Area Branch’s STEM
Excellence Award.

The STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math) Excellence Award is given to a female student
or team from a high school in the McLean area with
an outstanding science fair project in the field of
Engineering. This year’s award recognized the work
done by Oksana and Mandy on the project, “The Ef-
fect of Desalination Method on Overall Efficiency.”

Each student receives an award certificate, half of
a $100 award, and recognition at a Branch event.
The awards were announced at the Branch’s Annual
Dinner on May 25 at Riverbend Country Club.

The students’ project was motivated by a critical
lack of drinkable water worldwide. The purpose of
their experiment was to find the most efficient
method of desalination in terms of time, reduction
in salinity, and water loss.

Oksana first became interested in desalination of
water through her participation in Langley High
School’s Model United Nations club and then pur-
sued learning about the science required for its imple-
mentation. She has won awards at the Ivy League
Model UN Conference, as well as regional and state
science fairs.

Mandy has an interest in both environmental sci-
ence and engineering and chose this project because

Concert on the Green
Rescheduled

The summer’s first Concert on the Green in Great Falls was
rescheduled to Sunday, Sept. 11 due to the threat of severe thun-
derstorms in the area last weekend. The band slated to perform,
Mike Terpak Blues Explosion, is a local Washington, D.C. band
that specializes in British, American and electrical blues.

The next concert will be on Sunday, June 12 and will feature
artist Mary Ann Redmond, a Great Falls local who enjoys per-
forming blues, pop, rock, jazz and rhythm and blues. The evening
begins at 6 p.m. on the Village Green and is family-friendly.

—Nikki Cheshire

A Bus Tour of Great Falls
Historic Sites

On Sunday, June 12, the Great Falls Historical Society will be
conducting a bus tour of many locations throughout Great Falls
where George Washington made a mark including Matildaville
and the Locks of the Pawtomack Canal at Great Falls National
Park, The Towlston Grange, home of friend Brian Fairfax (exte-
rior only), the land on which the Colvin Run Mill is situated, for-
merly owned by George Washington, and The William Gunnell
House on Innsbruck Avenue, one of the last standing 18th- cen-
tury houses, which shows affluent architectural of the day. Karen
Washburn, local historian, National Park Service guides, and Sean
Beyer will serve as tour guides. The $35 admission includes all
admissions and a picnic lunch. To reserve a seat, please visit
www.gfhs.org.

Week in Great Falls

it combined her interests and could help others at
the same time. She has also won awards at Langley
High School’s science fair and the Fairfax County
regional science fair.

For more information on the American Association
of University Women and the McLean Area Branch,
visit the AAUW McLean Area website at http://
mclean-va.aauw.net.

Photo contributed

Oksana Vickers, freshman at Langley High
School, received the AAUW McLean Area
Branch STEM Excellence Award from Peggy
Stotz, member of the Branch’s Local
Awards Committee at the Annual Dinner
on May 25.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

T
he Fairfax County School Board
has made good on Superinten-
dent Dr. Karen Garza’s promise
when she introduced a FY 2017

budget for the school system.
“The most important announcement for

our students and teachers may be what the
proposed budget does not do,” Garza said
at a press conference held Jan. 7, 2016 at
West Potomac High School, “it makes no
further cuts.”

At the Board’s May 26 regular meeting,
its members adopted a $2.7 billion budget
that will take effect July 1.

Highlights of the budget include a salary
increase plus one percent market scale ad-
justment for all employees who are eligible,
$40 million to make teacher salaries in par-
ticular more competitive in the region and
$10 million aimed at lowering elementary
school class sizes.

School Board Chairman Pat Hynes praised
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in

a statement for engaging with their educa-
tional counterparts to overcome an early
gap between the two bodies’ advertised
budget that eclipsed $70 million.

“Working together, we were able to se-
cure the funding necessary to make critical
investments in teacher pay, reduce the size
of some classes in our elementary schools
and maintain our instructional programs
and services to our students,” Hynes said.

“We sincerely want to thank the members
of the community who rallied to call for
increased support for their students, teach-
ers, and schools.”

It took the supervisors adding an extra
cent to the real estate tax and directing that
additional revenue to the school system to
make the Fairfax County transfer to FCPS
really viable for Garza’s goals.

“I am hopeful that this budget represents

a turning point for our schools,” Superin-
tendent Garza said in a statement. “This
reinvestment in our community’s most im-
portant asset will provide great dividends
for all the citizens of Fairfax. We are already
looking ahead to FY 2018 and will continue
to work as partners with the Board of Su-
pervisors to solve these vital challenges for
our community.”

Fairfax County’s transfer to the School
Operating Fund ended up being a 4.8 in-
crease over the FY 2016 Budget. FCPS also
benefitted from an increase in state aid and
sales tax, and $6.7 million in reductions
from the previous year because of reduc-
tions in student enrollment.

The Board also approved several add-on
motions that carried with the FY 2017 bud-
get. Those included Hynes calling for con-
tinued collaboration with the Board of Su-
pervisors and focusing joint discussions on
the Successful Children and Youth Policy
Team.

Providence representative to the School
Board Dalia Palchik’s motion for the Board
to encourage the Supervisors to move a
meals tax to referendum in this fall’s elec-
tion was successful as well.

More information about the FY 2017
FCPS budget and the budget process are
available at www.fcps.edu/news/
fy2017.shtml.

FY 2017 budget aims to
raise teacher salaries,
lower class sizes.

School Board Adopts $2.7 Billion Budget

Photo by Tim Peterson/The Connection

At the School Board’s May 26 regular meeting, its members adopted a
$2.7 billion budget that will take effect July 1.
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Great FallsOpinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

I
n 1956 the then appointed
Fairfax County School Board
appropriated fifty dollars per
month to be paid as a

supplement to a school adminis-
trator to start an adult education
program. Since the schools were
still racially segregated, a program
for white adults was started at
Annandale High School, and a pro-
gram for black adults was started at Luther
Jackson School. The favorite offerings at both
locations were classes in sewing including the
Bishop Method of Clothing Construction, as
well as typing and shorthand. The inexpensive,
evening classes proved popular, and the pro-
gram grew rapidly. Basic education classes for
those adults who could not read and write were
added as were night school classes to complete
high school and to prepare for the G.E.D.

Recently I had the pleasure of attending a
60th anniversary celebration of the program
at the Plum Center for Lifelong Learning on
Edsall Road in the eastern part of the county. I
was honored several years ago when the School

Board chose to name its first full-
time adult education center for my
work in adult and community edu-
cation that spanned half the years
of its existence. Starting as a part-
time room coordinator in the eve-
nings when I was a half-time in-
tern teacher from the University of
Virginia, I was able, for reasons too
complex, to explain here to be-

come an administrator of the program in three
years. As many discover in pursuing a career,
my good fortune of working in a program that
I loved so much was more a case of being at
the right place at the right time than any de-
liberate planning.

As Fairfax County and its school system grew,
the adult education program that became
known as the adult and community education
program grew not only in enrollment but in
the variety of its offerings. With the growth in
the number of persons speaking English as a
second language came classes in English for
those speakers of other languages. Increased
educational requirements in a soaring economy

resulted in more enrollment in evening adult
high school and in vocational education pro-
grams.

While the adult and community education
program afforded tax-paying citizens an op-
portunity to utilize the facilities their tax dol-
lars had built, the program at the same time
provided support for the school system’s K-12
program. Students who were unsuccessful in
the regular high schools were often allowed
to transfer to the adult high school program
as an alternative where they were often more
successful. Parents could take classes in child
development and parenting in order to help
their own children. Adult and Community Edu-
cation (ACE) provided administrative support
for after-school enrichment classes in the el-
ementary schools.

A catalogue of ACE classes and programs is
mailed three times a year to Fairfax County
residents and is available online at http://
www.fcps.edu/is/ace/documents/catalogs/
2016/Summer2016.pdf. As its literature prom-
ises, “the possibilities are endless.” Endless for
career and employment training, learning a
new language, personal and academic enrich-
ment. After all, as we have become aware—
learning is lifelong.

Lifelong Learning: Endless Possibilities
Commentary

To the Editor:
John Knight’s letter (“Seniors

Unfairly Tapped for School Bud-
get”) in the last week’s Connection
made a case for a school tax “re-
bate” to senior property owners.
His stated argument is that since
elderly residents don’t have chil-
dren in the school system, they
should get a financial break.

Since having no children in the
system is the criterion, can we as-
sume Mr. Knight would support
cutting a rebate check for singles
without children? Who knows
whether they will ever use the sys-
tem in these uncertain times? How
about for families that send their
children to private schools, don’t
they deserve a little break, too?
And why, when you get right down
to it, should businesses - that ob-
viously don’t put little ones into
classrooms - not be entitled to a
smidgen of property tax forgive-
ness?

Why pay for something you
don’t use? Pay for play! This
thoughtful argument has potential
application to a broad range of
other areas of public policy, too. If
I have health insurance, shouldn’t
I get a rebate for that share of my
taxes that goes to pay for public
health services? Shouldn’t I get a
modest re-deposit to my account

to compensate me for the cost of
maintaining the county parks I
don’t use. I have never had a house
burn down - not even once - and
yet I’m expected to pay my full part
of the taxes that fund Fairfax
County Fire? How is that fair?

And just you wait until Mr.
Knight starts in on figuring out
which parts of the Commonwealth
and Federal budgets don’t apply
him. We’ll all be rolling in rebates!

But, of course, the world doesn’t
work the way Mr. Knight suggests
it should. The same seniors whose
real estate values have climbed
over the years because of the qual-
ity of life - and the caliber of the
public institutions - in Fairfax
County, have a continuing obliga-
tion to pay to sustain that quality.
The Fairfax County school system
existed for their children because
previous generations funded it.
Having received the benefits, try-
ing to duck the responsibility to
keep the lights on for future gen-
erations is downright churlish.

Of course, getting that rebate is
possible for those that really want
to cash out. All it involves is sell-
ing and moving. Away.

Kyle Olson
Alexandria

Letters to the Editor

Protect Homeowners,
and School Budget

Receiving Benefits,
Ducking Responsibility

To the Editor:
Regarding John Knight’s letter

(“Seniors Unfairly Tapped for
School Budget”) in the last week’s
Connection: While the sentiment
is nice and I would join anyone in
complaining about the burden of
taxes being put on all the
homeowners; in my opinion busi-
nesses and developers get away
with tax breaks. Our supervisors
and planning commissions are
over developing Tysons; creating
traffic and other problems, and
then they complain about the low
occupancy rate. The fix to those
problems is raising homeowner
taxes. I don’t think giving seniors
a break due to the fact they no
longer have kids in school is fair
or wise. Those schools prepared

our kids and now have the task of
preparing our and another genera-
tion of childrens’ kids. Many of the
people in our neighborhood who
are young don’t have kids.
Shouldn’t they also be given
dispensation? I would prefer we
pass the meals tax and stop giving
other breaks to businesses and de-
velopers. That would be a much
better means of supplemental
funding of our schools and help to
keep our homeowners’ taxes from
escalating. Well-educated children
are resources to seniors, couples
and singles without children and
current parents alike.

Michael Knudsen
McLean

Father’s Day is Sunday, June
19, and as in years past, this
newspaper will publish a gal-
lery of photos of fathers, grand-
fathers, great grandfathers and
sons and daughters. Send your
photos, including names of ev-
eryone in the photo, ages of
children, town of residence and

a brief description of what is
happening to
north@connectionnewspapers.com
or upload directly to http://
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
fathersday/

Please include the words
“Father’s Day” and your town of
residence in the subject line.

Send Photos for Father’s Day Galleries
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Public Hearing Notice
Fairfax County Secondary Six Year Plan

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and The Board of
Supervisors of Fairfax County, in accordance with Section 33.2.331 of the
Code of Virginia, will conduct a joint public hearing in the Board Auditorium,
Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax, VA 22035 at 4:30 p.m. on June 21, 2016.

The purpose of this public hearing is to receive public comment on the
Secondary Six Year Improvement Plan for Fiscal Years 2017 through 2022.
Copies of the proposed plan may be reviewed at the VDOT’s Northern
Virginia District Office at 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all programs
and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. If you need more information or special assistance for persons
with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact VDOT’s Civil Rights at
703-259-1775 or TTY/TDD 711.

Persons wishing to speak at this public hearing should contact the Office
of the Clerk to the County Board of Supervisors at 703-324-3151.

Letters

Costly
Alternatives
To the Editor:

I was disappointed to read that
the Colvin Run Septic Sewage Re-
ceiving Plant will be “temporarily”
closing on June 27 due to the “Dif-
ficult Run Pump Station Project”
(“Sewage Hauled Elsewhere,”
Great Falls Connection, June 1-7,
2016).

The article which I read did not
reveal a projected date for reopen-
ing. The article also indicates that
Septic companies will thereafter
be required to take their loads of
“honey” to the Blue Plains treat-
ment plant in D.C. or the Upper
Occoquan Service Authority in
Centreville. Both of these alterna-
tives will be an extreme hardship
for Septic companies.

Residents of Great Falls already
pay $300 or more to have their
Septic systems emptied, as we
have no water and sewage service
provided by Fairfax County. If the
Septic company must drive to D.C.
or Centreville, a minimum of a two
hour round trip from Great Falls,
Great Falls residents will be
charged hundreds of dollars more
for such services. Did anyone ob-
tain details of such additional
charges before the decision was
made to close the Colvin Run fa-
cility?

I am not familiar with the “Dif-
ficult Run Pump Station Project”,
but when that Project was initially
designed, it should have provided
for the continuing operation of the
Colvin Run Septic Receiving Plant.

Dave Elmore
Great Falls

Farmers Markets
in Fairfax County

Find fresh produce, meats,
cheese, baked breads, honey, ice
cream, sweets and cut flowers our
region has to offer.

Buying from your local Farmers
Markets helps to keep money circu-
lating through the local economy.

Select locations accept SNAP ben-
efits (formerly food stamps)

Locations and Days

Friday
❖McLean: May 6 - Nov. 18, 8

a.m. - Noon; Lewinsville Park, 1659
Chain Bridge Road. For more
information, go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets.

Saturday
❖Great Falls: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m;

Great Falls Village Center, 778
Walker Road. The Difficult Run
String band will play.
greatfallsfarmersmarket.org.

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com



10  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  June 8-14, 2016 Great Falls Connection  ❖  June 8-14, 2016  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

I
t was during a trip to California almost 20 years
that McLean resident Susan Jordano first laid
eyes on her dream home. The feature that she

found most appealing was its octagonal shape.
In 2008, she was able to replicate the West Coast

property, when she asked architect Joe Burton to
design an eight-sided house in McLean. The re-
sulting design was 6,400-square foot, four-bed-
room, six-bathroom home with eight-foot windows
and French doors.

“I think the feature I like the most … is the cov-
ered porch where we can sit out on a summer af-
ternoon or entertain as many as 65 for a sit-down
dinner,” said Jordano. “It is also delightful to sit
out on a warm, rainy day and be protected.”

An expansive breezeway is topped with a 16x16-
foot skylight and connects the main house to a two-
story garage. The octagon shape, which allows an
abundance of natural light to stream into the home,
is still one of the features that Jordano finds most
appealing.

“I … like the irregular shapes of the rooms and
how well furniture fits in them,” she said.

Her desire for the freedom to travel on a whim
is behind Jordano’s decision to sell her dream home
and downsize to a condominium.

“This home is truly sun-drenched,” said Marilyn
Cantrell, real estate agent with McEnearney Asso-
ciates. “We took photos with the lights off. We didn’t
need them because there’s so much daylight that
comes into the house.”

This home is located at 1115 Capitol View Court
in McLean and is on the market for $2 million.

“I will miss my garden most with the iris that
are getting ready to bloom now,” said Jordano. “I
always cut them and bring them in and they make
a lovely display. I have five or six different variet-
ies and colors that will be blooming soon.”

Octagonal Dream Home on the Market
Home’s shape and large
windows make it a
sun-drenched space.

Large windows and an octagonal design
allows light to stream into this home.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
arm weather and
sunshine offer op-
portunities for
spending time re-

laxing and entertaining outside.
Local landscaping gurus offer sug-
gestions for creating a low main-
tenance backyard that will allow
for more time spent enjoying it and
less time taking care of it.

Building an outdoor room or
patio means less foliage to main-
tain and more space for entertain-
ing. “It’s low maintenance because
if you have a patio with pavers you
only need to spend a half hour once
or twice a year maintaining it,” said
David Watkins, general manager of
Merrifield Garden Center in Falls
Church.

“You need to sweep more sand
in and take care of any weeds that
come up between the stones. When

the ground freezes and thaws,
you’ll get movement in the ground,
which might cause two or three of
the pavers to heave up. All you’ll
need to do in that case is pull up,
break up and smooth out the base
material and lay them back down.”

When creating a patio, using a
stone that will stand up to the ele-
ments and ensure wear and tear is
a key consideration. “Bluestone is
durable and more high-end, but it’s
going to last forever,” said Dianne
Duvall of American Plant in
Bethesda, Maryland. “Another op-
tion is manufactured paving blocks
that will mimic the look of cobble-
stone or brick and create a uniform
look. It’s important that it be per-
meable so that water will soak
through rather than pooling up or
running off.”

Furniture and accessories made
of high quality, durable fabrics and
other materials can add to the low
maintenance appeal of patios and

outdoor rooms, says Philip Smith,
design consultant with
Offenbachers, an outdoor furniture
and accessories company with
showrooms in Springfield and
Fairfax. “Sky’s the limit when it
comes to color … the season is full
of vibrant pops and soothing un-
dertones sure to please every style
and preference,” he said. “It is
proving to be a very organic and
lovely extension of the season’s
interior design trends.”

When selecting low-mainte-
nance plants, says Watkins, look for
woody ornamental varieties such
as boxwoods, hydrangeas and aza-
leas, which are aesthetically ap-
pealing and require little care once
established. “You’ll fertilize them in
the fall and prune them after they
finish blooming, and for most of
these plants that’s all the mainte-
nance you’ll need to do,” he said.
“Once a plant is established you’ll
probably only need to water them
two or three times throughout
summer, during at time when we
are without rain for a couple of
weeks.”

Simple ideas for enjoying outdoor
space and reducing yard work.

Coneflowers and other native
plants require little care, while
adding potted plants to a landscape
adds variety while preserving a
yard’s low-maintenance appeal. “If
you have patios, you have to have
potted plants, it’s like putting cur-
tains on a window,” said Watkins.

He recommends adding water-
absorbing crystals called Moisture
Mizer, which retain and then re-
lease water when the soil becomes
dry. “It helps potted plants retain
moisture because as the soil dries
up, it releases moisture and can cut
your watering down tremen-
dously,” said Watkins.

Adding hostas or other ground
cover plants can decrease pesky
weeds and cut down on yard work.
“Try to plant with landscaping that
covers the whole plant bed,” said
Watkins. “If you layer a ground
covering plant it adds texture, color
and height difference and fills in a
plant bed. After 2-3 years the
whole ground is covered, and the
amount of mulch that you need to
spend on the yard each year be-
comes less and less.”

Creating Low Maintenance Outdoor Oasis this Summer

This octagon-
shaped
McLean
home was
inspired by a
California
house.

Photos courtesy

McEnearney

Associates

Adding a stone patio creates a low maintenance and
aesthetically appealing outdoor space.

Drought-tolerant plants are aesthetically appealing and
require little care once established.

Photos courtesy of Merrifield Garden Center

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/Advertising

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

JUNE
6/29/2016.................................Connection Families
JULY
7/6/2016.....................................................Wellbeing
7/13/2016 ..........................................HomeLifeStyle
7/20/2016...............................A+ Camps & Schools
7/27/2016................Connection Families: Our Pets To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots

of you with your dad and The Connection will publish them in
our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to include some information
about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and phone
number and town of residence. To e-mail photos, send to:

editors@connectionnewspapers.com

“Me and My Dad”
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News

By Ken Moore

The Connection

T
he seven horses that live on
Linda Thompson’s White Pines
Farm property on Walker Road
have shared their barn with the

Great Falls Optimist Club for about once a
year for the past 10 years.

“It’s amazing. It’s one of my favorite things
about the place,” said Thompson. “I fell in
love with this barn before I fell in love with
the property.”

Thompson describes how she made reno-
vations to her barn to be able to turn it into
a dance floor, bar, auction house, barbecue
restaurant, concert and picturesque location
for the annual Barn Dance.

“I’ve put a lot of heart and soul into it,”
she said on Saturday night, June 4, describ-
ing efforts to keep to it airtight, white wash-
ing the interior, treating the elegant wood,
putting electricity and installing lighting
and heat.

The dance benefits the Great Falls Opti-
mist Club Children’s Fund.

“We’re small but mighty,” said Thompson,
this year’s president. “We’ve been part of
the community for a long time.”

Some of the programs provided by the
Optimist Club include the Great Falls
Children’s Festival, youth awards of ex-
cellence, essay contests, the Christmas
Tree lighting, a winter shoes program, and
family food programs. The club also sup-
ports Special Olympics, local scouts, lo-
cal Little League teams, and has partnered
in developing the children’s playground

Annual event benefits
the Optimist Club
youth fund.

Barn Dance Goes Out with a Bang and Optimism

near the Grange.
This will be the Optimist Club’s last Barn

Dance.
She’s hoping to break down the barn and

move it to her son’s farm this year. “I’m sad
to see it go, but the time is right for me to
break away,” said Thompson.

The purpose of an Optimist Club is to
develop optimism as a philosophy of life,

to promote an active interest in good gov-
ernment and civic affairs, to promote pa-
triotism and work for international accord
and friendship among all people, and to
aid and encourage the development of
youth.

Contact TR Cook, past president of the
Optimist Club, at trcookphoto@aol.com or
at 703-938-1609.

One of the purposes of an Optimist
Club is “to aid and encourage the
development of youth.” Another
purpose is to develop optimism as
a philosophy of life.

The band, Western Electric, has
performed at all of the Barn
Dances, an annual event over the
past decade that benefits the
Optimist Club youth programs.

The Great Falls Optimist Club
President Linda Thompson hosts
the annual barn dance at her
property of White Pines Farm on
Walker Road.

Jami Nasi and Greg Crocker, chief financial officer with
McLean Mortgage Corporation, dance at Linda
Thompsons’ annual Barn Dance to benefit the Great Falls
Optimist Club youth fund.

Fair fax County ’s  f ree  Family
Caregiver Telephone Support
Group meets by phone on Tuesday,
June 14, 7-8 p.m. This month’s
topic is “Caregiver Vacationing: How
to Make i t  Work When You’re  a

Caregiver”. Register beforehand at
w w w . – f a i r f a x c o u n t y . – g o v / –
olderadults and click on Caregiver
Support/Telephone Caregiver Sup-
port Group. Call 703-324-5484 ,
TTY 711.

The Fairfax Commission on Aging
meets on Wednesday, June 15 at noon
at the Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Rd., Burke. (Please note new meeting loca-
tion.) The public is welcome to attend and
join in the comment period that begins each

session. Find out more at
w w w . f a i r f a x c o u n t y . g o v / d f s /
olderadultservices/coa.htm. Call 703-324-
5403, TTY 711 for meeting access needs.

Fairfax County is offering a free

Medicare 101 workshop, Wednes-
day, June 15, 2-4 p.m. Learn the
facts about health insurance for seniors.
Reston Community Center, 2310 Colts
Neck Rd., Reston. To register, callKaren
Brutsché at 703-390-6157, TTY 711.

Volunteer Events & Opportunities
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Route 7 Corridor Improvements
Fairfax County

Public Information Meeting

Thursday, June 16, 2016
Colvin Run Elementary School

1400 Trap Road, Vienna, VA 22182

Meeting Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Presentation: 7 p.m.

Find out about plans to widen Leesburg Pike (Route 7) from
four to six lanes between Reston Avenue and the west end of
the bridge over the Dulles Toll Road (a 6.9 mile segment), to
increase capacity, decrease congestion, and improve safety,
in conformity with the Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan.

The project would also include intersection improvements,
as well as a 10-foot shared-use path on both sides of the
road to increase mobility for cyclists and pedestrians.

Stop by between 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to view displays and
learn more about project design, status of the preliminary
noise analysis, and stormwater management.  VDOT staff will
be available to answer your questions. A brief presentation
will begin at 7 p.m.

Review project information at www.ConnectRoute7.org, at
the information meeting, or during business hours at VDOT’s
Northern Virginia District Office at 4975 Alliance Drive in
Fairfax. Please call ahead at 703-259-2950, 800-367-7623 or
TTY/TDD 711 to ensure appropriate personnel are available
to answer your questions.

Give your written comments at the meeting, or submit
them by June 30, 2016 to Mr. William Dunn, P.E., Virginia
Department of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax,
VA 22030, or email ConnectRoute7@VDOT.virginia.gov.
Please reference “June 16 public information meeting” in the
subject line.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in
all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more
information or special assistance for persons with disabilities
or limited English proficiency, contact VDOT’s Civil Rights at
703-259-1775 or TTY/TDD 711.

State Project: 0007-029-128, P102, R202, C502, B610
UPC: 52328

Federal Project: DEMO-5A01(439)

News

By Nikki Cheshire

The Connection

T
he halls were alive with
the sound of music this
past week at Langley
High School as the

choir performed classic Broadway
hits during their annual concert.

The evening included music
from famous shows such as
“Annie,” “Oklahoma,” “Jersey
Boys,” a medley from “Jekyll &
Hyde,” and more.

During one song in the “Jersey
Boys” portion, performed by the
Voicemale group within the Lan-
gley High School Choral Music De-
partment, a member of the audi-
ence was brought onstage. “I knew
someone was going to be pulled
up there, but I had no idea it was
me!” said Meredith Hargroves, a
freshman at the University of Vir-
ginia and alumna of Langley High
School. Her boyfriend, Matt
Arrison, a senior and member of
Voicemale surprised her with the
gesture and the group serenaded
her in front of the audience.

Voicemale is small, select, men’s
ensemble that focuses on a vari-
ety of musical styles.

The concert had a large audi-
ence for both nights of the perfor-
mance, which was held in
Langley’s newly built auditorium.

Langley Choir on Broadway

During the ‘Leading Ladies’ section of the performance,
the Women’s Select Treble Choir sang popular selections
from ‘Wicked,’ ‘The Sound of Music,’ ‘Guys and Dolls,’
and more.

Ammad Akbari and
Alyssa Bedell per-
form a medley from
‘Jekyll & Hyde.’ Both
Akbari and Bedell are
members of the
Madrigals, an ad-
vanced and selective
mixed ensemble.

Meredith Hargroves, a
freshman at the Uni-
versity of Virginia and
alumna of Langley
High School, was
surprised by her boy-
friend Matt Arrison
who brought her
onstage during the
performance.

Photos by Nikki Cheshire/

The Connection

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

Great Lakes Adventure, Sept. 8-16..............................................$2795
With 2 Nights on Mackinac Is.! Includes air from Dulles, 8-nights hotels with breakfast,
4 Dinners & 1 Lunch, Transfers, Porterage, Sightseeing. Call for detailed Itinerary.

Nashville,  TN – Opryland Hotel, Sept. 1-6 ..................................$999
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 5 nights hotel (3 at Opryland), 5 Breakfasts,
Luncheon Cruise, 1 Dinner, Sightseeing including Grand Ole Opry Performance.
Call for details.

Punta Cana All Inclusive Resort, Nov. 13-19..............................$1449
Includes charter from BWI, 6-nights 5-star Riu Palace Macao Resort, All meals & beverages
including alcoholic, Accommodations in junior suite, Transfers, Porterage & Taxes/Gratuities.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are

Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 10:00 a.m. service

The Rev. Laura Cochran, Priest-in-Charge

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 15

Send announcements to
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/.
Deadline is Friday at noon for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged.

ONGOING
“Floyd Collins.” Fridays, 8 p.m.

Saturdays, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Sundays 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 1st Stage
Theater, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
McLean. Man chases his dreams but
finds only short-lived celebrity. $35/
$32. www.1ststagetysons.com.

June Floral Show. June 1-30.
Broadway Gallery Fine Art and
Framing, 1025-J Seneca Road, Great
Falls. Reston Chamber Member
features Floral Show at Great Falls
Gallery with works of art by Vladimir
& Alena Piven, Olaf Schneider,
Anastasia Carson, David Sloane,
Matthew Moore, and Linda Griffin.
broadwaygallery.net. 703-450-8005.

McLean Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-
noon. Fridays from May 6-Nov. 18.
Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge
Road, McLean. The market provides area residents an
opportunity to purchase locally grown or produced
products. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets.

“Floyd Collins.” June 2-26. 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. The caves of the Appalachian Mountains
were largely unexplored and filled with mystery when
Floyd Collins, an already notable cave explorer, sought to
generate more tourist activity at his family’s cave. $31/
$35/$15. 1ststagetysons.org. 703-854-1856.

Krop’s Crops Flea Market. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Second and
fourth Saturdays from May to August. 11110 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Shop for vintage, antique and used items.
Or sell you treasures. kropsfleamarket@gmail.com.

Meadowlark Magic at Meadowlark Botanical
Gardens. May 2-Through June 20. 9750 Meadowlark
Gardens Court, Vienna. Vienna Arts Society members
exhibit their work. 703-255-3631.

Weekly Storytime. Wednesday and Saturday. 11 a.m.
Barnes & Noble, 7851 L Tysons Corner Center, McLean.
Themes and Titles vary. Free admission.

THURSDAY/JUNE 9
Write On Into Summer. 10 a.m.-noon. Dunn Loring Center

for Parent Services, 2334 Gallows Road, Dunn Loring.
Workshop for ideas on how to encourage children to write
over the summer months. Register at 703-204-3941.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/JUNE 9-11
Ragtime The Musical. Thursday and Friday 8 p.m.,

Saturday 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Wolf Trap’s Filene Center, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. Come see the Broadway musical at
Wolf Trap. $22-$80. 703-255-1900. wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 10
Summer Kick-Off Party. 7-9 p.m. The Old Firehouse, 1440

Chain Bridge Road, McLean. A disc jockey keeps the fun
alive with great music while the game room is open for
ping-pong, pool and other arcade games. This event will be
supervised by Old Firehouse staff members. Parents/
guardians (age 18 or older) must come into the center to
pick up their children by 9 p.m. $35/$25.
mcleancenter.org.

Parent and Child Fishing by Boat. 5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Riverbend Park, 8700 Potomac Hills St., Great Falls. Go
fishing with your child from a jon boat or canoe and get an
introduction to the boating basics. Boats provided, fishing
rods available to rent. Complete the waiver on the website
and bring to session. 5 years or older. $16/$18. Canceled if
inclement weather or hazardous river conditions. 703-759-
9018. To register: fairfaxcounty.gov/parks and search for
Riverbend Park.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 10-12
B-Fest Teen Book Festival. Barnes and Noble Tysons

Corner Center, 7851 L Tysons Corner Center, McLean.
Featuring author events, writing workshops, panel
discussion at noon on Saturday with popular local YA
authors Kate Hattemer, Jessica Spotswood and Lisa
Maxwell moderated by Lenore Appelhans and more
activities. bn.com/B-fest.

SATURDAY/JUNE 11
Princess Garden Party. Noon-2 p.m. Meadowlark Botanical

Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court, Vienna. Music,
dancing games, lunch, crafts, face painting and portrait.
Ages 4 to 8. $29. Register at NOVAparks.com.

ETAP’s Spring Show. 8-10 p.m. Richard J. Ernst Community
Cultural Center, 8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
Enjoy an evening of exciting entertainment, Broadway
Style. This All Dance Revue features some of ETAP’s most
iconic numbers from the past 20 years, and many new ones
as well. All ages. $19-$23. Encore-tap.org.

“Animal Kingdom” Pet Rescue and Adoption. 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Vienna Art Center, 115 Pleasant St., Nw, Vienna.
Artists will offer pet related art, and invite owners to bring
their pets to pose for original caricatures and portraits.
ViennaArtsSociety.org. 703-319-3971.

Brahma Vihara: Heart Practices. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sanctuary of Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. Workshop will focus on the Buddhist Heart
Practices of lovingkindness, compassion, empathetic joy,
and equanimity. 703-281-1767.

“Gut Churn” from Radiolab’s Jab Abumrad. 8 p.m. The
Alden, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. This multimedia
exploration, on one level, is the personal story of how Jad
invented a new aesthetic. On another, it is a clinic in the art
of storytelling. On a third and more profound level, it is the
result of a three-year investigation into the science,

Photo by Teresa Castracane/Courtesy of 1st Stage

From left — Evan Casey (as Floyd Collins) and John Sygar
(Homer Collins) in “Floyd Collins” at 1st Stage in Tysons
Corner until June 26.

Gentle Yoga. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
Emmaus United Church of Christ,
900 E Maple Ave. E, Vienna.
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax,
2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton.
Gentle Kundalini Yoga, one free
introductory session, senior
discounts. Increase your flexibility,
improve your breathing and health,
reduce your stress. Ravi Kaur has 15
years experience teaching yoga. $15
per session.
www.edimprovement.org. 571-213-
3192.

Tai Chi Beginners’ Practice.
Saturdays, 8-9 a.m. St. Luke’s
Catholic School Gymnasium, 7005
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Weekly
Tai Chi practice. Group has met for
over 20 years. Free. FreeTaiChi.org.
703-759-9141.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 8
Tysons Fit Club Powerwave. 5:30-

6:30 p.m. Tysons Corner Center,
1961 Chain Bridge Road, McLean. A
fitness class taught on The Plaza with
Battle Ropes and body weight
exercises for a full-body workout.
Class is free. Equipment provided.
Bring your own water. In inclement
weather, Fit Club will be moved
indoors to the second level near
American Girl and Bloomingdales.
tysonscornercenter.com/Events.

Dolly Parton Concert. 8 p.m. Wolf
Trap’s Filene Center, 1551 Trap
Road, Vienna. Dolly Parton, country
music star, performs at Wolf Trap.
$45-$150. 703-255-1900.
wolftrap.org.

Story Time at Shake Shack. 7-7:30
p.m. Tysons Corner Center, 1961
Chain Bridge Road, McLean. Join the
Fairfax County Library at Shake
Shack for story time. All children
who participate will receive a free
Tysons Treat.
tysonscornercenter.com/Events.
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Calendar

philosophy and art of uncertainty. $30/
$15. mcleancenter.org.

Sunrise Over Riverbend Kayak
Tour. 7-9 a.m. Riverbend Park, 8700
Potomac Hills St., Great Falls. Go
kayaking with a naturalist and watch
the sunrise and learn about the
historical and natural beauty of the
river. Kayaks provided. No previous
experience required. Complete the
waiver on the website and bring to
session. 14 years and older. $39/$41.
703-759-9018. To register:
fairfaxcounty.gov/parks and search
for Riverbend Park.

Journey to the Potomac River
Wagon Ride. 10-11 a.m. Riverbend
Park, 8700 Potomac Hills St., Great
Falls. Go on a wagon ride and learn
about the park’s wildlife and
historical Native Americans. 2 years
or older. $6/$8. 703-759-9018. To
register: fairfaxcounty.gov/parks and
search for Riverbend Park.

Riverbend Family Day. Noon-2 p.m.
Riverbend Park, 8700 Potomac Hills
St., Great Falls. Children with
disabilities and their families can
enjoy a kayak tour of the Potomac,
fishing, and hiking with a guide. 8
years or older. $8/$10. 703-759-
9018. To register: fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks and search for Riverbend Park.

SUNDAY/JUNE 12
Classical Guitar Recital. 4-5 p.m.

Church of the Holy Comforter, 543
Beulah Road NE, Vienna. Program
will include works by Weiss, Sor,
Tarrega, Rodrigo, Pujol, and a duet
for organ and guitar by W. De Blasio.
No tickets are required. A reception
will follow. 703-938-6521.

Youth Sunday. 10 a.m. St. Thomas’
Episcopal Church, 8991 Brook Road,
McLean. Service for youths, followed
by hotdogs, hamburgers, and water
games on the lawn. Join us for a
wonderful time—all are welcome.
703-442-0330.

“Gustafer Yellowgold’s Show.” 2
p.m. The Alden, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Gustafer Yellowgold is a
friendly fellow who came from the
Sun and landed in the Minnesota
woods. “Gustafer Yellowgold’s Show”
is a multi-media performance of live
music, animated illustrations and
storytelling. Ages 4 and up. $15/$10.
mcleancenter.org.

Mum Growing Tutorial. 2:30 p.m.
Falls Church Community Center, 223
Little Falls St., Falls Church. The Old
Dominion Chrysanthemum Society
will present a short mum growing
tutorial followed by instruction on
how to control when
chrysanthemums bloom by using
shading to extend the hours of
darkness. Free. 703-560-8776.

Sunset Over Riverbend Kayak
Tour. 5-7 p.m. Riverbend Park, 8700
Potomac Hills St., Great Falls. Tour
the Potomac River as the sun sets. No
previous experience required. Kayaks
provided. Complete the waiver on the
website and bring to session. 14

years or older. $39/$41. Canceled if
inclement weather or hazardous river
conditions. 703-759-9018. To
register: fairfaxcounty.gov/parks and
search for Riverbend Park.

Intro to River Kayaking. 10-10:30
a.m. Riverbend Park, 8700 Potomac
Hills St., Great Falls. Learn the basics
of kayaking; this class covers river
hazards, water safety, and paddling
basics. 14 years or older. $30/$32.
Fee includes equipment and half-day
kayak rental. 703-759-9018. To
register: fairfaxcounty.gov/parks and
search for Riverbend Park.

MONDAY/JUNE 13
Flight of the Concords

Performance. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap’s
Filene Center, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. The Grammy-winning
musical humorists reunite to perform
their music comedy live with special
guest Arj Barker. $35-$65. 703-255-
1900. wolftrap.org.

TUESDAY/JUNE 14
Sebastian Junger Event. 7 p..m.

Barnes and Noble Tysons, 7851 L
Tysons Corner Center, McLean.
Junger will speak and sign copies of
his newest book “Tribe: On
Homecoming and Belonging.” 703-
506-6756.

Animal Feeding Time. 10-11 a.m.
Riverbend Park, 8700 Potomac Hills
St., Great Falls. Join a Riverbend
animal caretaker as they feed and
care for the park’s exhibit animals. 4
years or older. $5/$7. 703-759-9018.
To register: fairfaxcounty.gov/parks
and search for Riverbend Park.

Jackson Browne Concert. 8 p.m.
Wolf Trap’s Filene Center, 1551 Trap
Road, Vienna. Come and see the folk-
rock singer/songwriter Jackson
Browne in concert. $35-$60. 703-
255-1900. wolftrap.org.

THURSDAY/JUNE 16
Sallie Lowenstein. 7:30 p.m. Vienna

Art Center, 115 Pleasant St., NW,
Vienna. 703-319-3971.
ViennaArtsSociety.org.

Vienna Arts Society Membership
Meeting. 7:30 p.m. Vienna Arts
Gallery, 513 Maple Ave. W, Vienna.
Meeting and presentation by Sallie
Lowenstein, author/illustrator.
ViennaArtsSociety.org. 703-319-
3971.

Lake Street Dive Concert. 8 p.m.
Wolf Trap’s Filene Center, 1551 Trap
Road, Vienna. Come see the multi-
genre band Lake Street Dive in
concert, with opening by The Lone
Bellow. $25-$45. 703-255-1900.
wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 17
Preschool Nature Nuts. 10:30-11:15

a.m. Meadowlark Botanical Gardens,
9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court,
Vienna. Learn about spring flowers.
$5. Register at NOVAparks.com.

Kenny Rogers Concert. 8 p.m. Wolf
Trap’s Filene Center, 1551 Trap
Road, Vienna. Country Music Hall of
Famer Kenny Rogers makes his final
stop at Wolf Trap on his Final World
Tour. $30-$60. 703-255-1900.
wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/JUNE 18
Musical Performance, Storytime

and Book Signing. Barnes and
Noble Tysons Corner Center, 7851 L
Tysons Corner Center, McLean. With
Grammy Award-winning Okee Dokee
Brothers. 703-506-2937.

“The Magic of Bill Blagg Live.” 8
p.m. The Alden, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Critics and audiences alike
rave about Bill Blagg’s incredible,
high-energy, grand-scale magic and
illusion. $20/$15. mcleancenter.org.

AAUW Used Book Collection. 9
a.m.-1:30 p.m. SunTrust Bank, 515
Maple Ave. E, Vienna. CDs, DVDs,
software, children’s books, records,
and recent textbooks. Proceeds
benefit scholarships for women.
aauwbookfair@gmail.com. 703-527-
4206.

“Sleeping Bear Dunes,” by Gail Péan, Oil on Canvas,will
be on display in the large meeting room of Great Falls
Library throughout the month of June.

The following are local students who received
the National Merit Scholarship:

❖ Phoebe G. Whitmore, of Vienna, attends
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology and plans to study engineering at
Purdue University.

❖ Nikhil Prasad, of Oakton, attends Oakton High
School, in Vienna, and plans to study finance at
Indiana University Bloomington.

❖ Ava C. Lakmazaheri, of McLean, attends
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and

Technology and plans to study mechanical
engineering (robotics) at the Franklin W. Olin
College of Engineering.

❖ John H. Balch, of Great Falls, attends George
C. Marshall High School and plans to study
activism at the University of Chicago.

❖ Sara E. Warrington, of Great Falls, attends
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology and plans to study chemistry at the
University of Chicago.

Local High School Students Win Merit Scholarships
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Sports

By Aaron Lundmark

The Connection

D
efending a state championship isn’t
easy.

The Langley Saxons boys’ soccer
team came into its June 1 matchup against
the Washington-Lee Generals looking to
hang on to their 2015 6A state champion-
ship they won last spring.

What made defending a state title that
much harder than usual? This time, it was
the Washington-Lee dynamic duo of Maycol
Nunez and Lucas Mendes.

Two first-half goals by Nunez in the 13th
and 34th minutes and a second-half goal
by Gatorade National Player of the Year
Lucas Mendes were more than enough for
the Generals to defeat the Saxons 3-0 dur-
ing the 6A North region semifinals at War
Memorial Field in Arlington.

“We do a good job playing together,” said
Nunez when asked about the chemistry he
has with his teammate. “I know where Lucas
is going to be and he knows where I’m going
to be. We go way back since middle school.”

The game started out rather slow paced,
as both the Generals and the Saxons were
controlling the ball around midfield. Then,
in the 13th minute, after a steal by Wash-
ington-Lee midfielder Thomas Kelsch, he
made a long, rainbow-like pass to Nunez,
who caught Langley goalkeeper Alex
Barakat way out of the net and was able to
tap it home for the 1-0 lead.

Later on in the first half, Langley striker

Timmy Le just sailed one high over the
crossbar, which led to a rush by the Gener-
als. Nunez buried his second goal to make
it 2-0 just a few minutes before halftime.

“It’s big, they’ve known each other for a
while now,” said Generals head coach
Jimmy Carrasquillo. “It’s really hard to cover
one of them, and it’s even harder to cover
both of them. With their skills and their
speed, I’m glad at this point they’re work-

ing better together.”
To start the second half, Langley started

to gather a little bit of pressure, as a couple
chances from Daniel Hulett and Cameron
Bacso were just off target.

“We couldn’t get the ball on the floor,
which was frustrating,” said Langley head
coach Bo Amato. “I felt like I didn’t get my
team ready to play so this one’s on me.”

Aside from all the scoring the Generals
did, a key element to the game was the way
the defense played on the backend.

“We kept talking about trying to get that
shutout,” said Carrasquillo. “We’ve been
needing to finish these games off, so the
fact that we got this shutout for the boys
defensively, it means a lot.”

Heading the backend was goalkeeper
Julian Esquer-Perez, who made a couple of
timely saves and gave the Generals their
fourth shutout of the season.

“Against the last state champions, that’s
awesome,” said Nunez. “[Langley] has a lot
of good players and to shut them out that
says a lot about our defense.”

In the 64th minute, Nunez could’ve had
a chance at the hat trick, but instead he
made a touch pass to Mendes, who finished
it off to give the Generals a 3-0 lead.

Langley finished the season with a 14-2-
3 record. The Saxons reached the Confer-
ence 6 tournament championship game but
lost to Yorktown.

By Josh Belanger

The Connection

T
he third time the Madison and
South Lakes softball teams faced
this season it was for a trip to
the 6A North region champion-

ship game and a berth in the state tourna-
ment. The two previous games showed little
offense and dominant pitching perfor-
mances. On May 31, the bats would come
alive.

The teams combined for five home runs,
including four by Madison, and the
Warhawks defeated South Lakes 6-2 in the
region semifinals in Vienna. The victory
earned Madison a trip to the region final
and a state tournament berth.

Two days later, the Warhawks lost to
Osbourn Park 2-0 in the region champion-
ship game. Madison (23-4) will face 6A
South region champion Grassfield in the
state semifinals at 3 p.m. on Friday, June
10 at Robinson Secondary School.

On May 31, senior Katie Vannicola started
in the circle for the Warhawks and the
Seahawks countered with sophomore Aly
Rayle. For the first three innings, the pitch-

ing was as expected. Both pitchers seemed
to be locked in as neither one surrendered
a hit until the third inning.

“Any time you face someone three times
it’s hard,” said Madison head coach Jim
Adkins. “I thought our hitters did a much
better job and had a better approach in this
game than the previous two games.”

Madison’s patience would pay off as the
offense broke it open in the third. Senior
Blake Brackett started the inning with a base
hit and later scored on a throwing error.
Vannicola then hit a two-run home run and
sophomore Kristin Giery would follow that
with a long ball of her own.

“We made some adjustments and you see

some balls hit hard and when you get a few
fortunate home runs, it’s usually helpful for
your offense,” said Adkins. “I thought the
girls had a good approach at the plate.”

Two batters later, senior Julia Hoy hit the
third home run of the inning for the
Warhawks, giving them a five-run lead.

Adkins said that the confidence is high,
but credits the success to an adjustment in
the practice plan.

“We spent the last week getting back to
the basics, focusing on seeing the ball hit
the bat, keeping your head behind the swing
and making adjustments at the plate,” said
Adkins.

South Lakes head coach Carlos Soto tried

to slow the inning down and get his team
to relax after the error, feeling that a rally
was coming. Unfortunately for the
Seahawks, the mistakes were just too much
to overcome.

 “When you have a team with really good
bats, you can’t make mistakes in the strike
zone,” said Soto. “I called timeout because
you have to try and refocus and I hope that
didn’t hurt [Rayle], but she battled back on
things like that all season and again when
you [face] a good hitting team you can’t
make mistakes.”

South Lakes would not go quietly. After a
leadoff single in the fourth by junior Jazmyn
Stokes, junior Danielle Barr connected on
a two-run shot to left, cutting the lead to
three.

However, that’s all Vannicola would al-
low a young South Lakes group to score.
The Seahawks finished the season 17-8, but
only graduate four seniors and have a se-
nior infield returning next season.

“I feel really confident about this team
and confident we will be back next year and
do a lot great things,” said Soto.

Giery added insurance in the sixth for
Madison with her second long ball of the
game and her eighth home run of the sea-
son.

“[Madison] hit the ball well today, you
can’t say anything bad about them, they
played really well,” said Soto. “Giery has
been doing well for them all season and she
stepped up for them today.”

Saxons’ season ends
with loss in 6A North
region semifinals.

Nunez’s Two Goals Propel W-L Boys’ Soccer Past Langley

Photo by Aaron Lundmark

The Langley boys’ soccer team finished the season with a 14-2-3 record,
including a 3-0 loss to Washington-Lee on June 1 in the 6A North region
semifinals.

Warhawks will face
Grassfield at 3 p.m.
on Friday.

Madison Softball Earns State Tournament Berth

Photo by Josh Belanger

Katie Vannicola and the Madison softball team earned a state tourna-
ment berth.
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News

By David Siegel

The Connection

A
 daring musical awaits
patrons at 1st Stage
Theater. It is the award-

winning, rarely produced,
“Floyd Collins.” It is an extraor-
dinary tale of a man chasing his
dreams, but finding only short-
lived celebrity and then tragedy.
“Floyd Collins” will rivet audi-
ences to their seats as the heart-
felt show unfolds with gorgeous
American roots music.

“Floyd Collins” is based upon
the real-life Floyd Collins who
tried to make a mark and for-
tune by turning a cave in Ken-
tucky into a tourist attraction in
the winter of 1925. He became
a media sensation in the days
well before social media when
he became trapped inside a
cave. “Floyd Collins” was writ-
ten by Tina Landau, with mu-
sic and lyrics by Adam Guettel.

The large cast production is
confidently directed by Nick
Olcott, The nearly 20 musical
numbers are under the direc-
tion of William Yanesh with a
four member band. The origi-
nal Americana music ranges
from dreamy, romantic and op-
timistic to dissonant, edgy and
into the depths of despair.  Be-
yond the songs sung by the cen-
tral cast members are several
multi-cast numbers that bring
a happy carnival-like atmo-
sphere to the evening’s journey.

Evan Casey plays the show’s
central character, Floyd Collins.
Casey not only sings with a
splendid deep resonance, but
provides emotional intensity
that draws an audience to him
and his predicament. The audi-

ence will easily become so sym-
pathetic the predicament of
Floyd Collins stuck in a cave try-
ing to stay sane that they may
want to help dig him out rock
by rock.

Other actors clearly earn au-
dience attention. Maggie
Donelly plays Floyd’s mentally
anguished sister. Her singing is
like an angel in heartbreak.
When she steps about the stage,
she makes sorrow visible with
her jagged choreographed
movements

The key role of a newspaper
reporter who becomes more
than a reporter is played win-
ningly by Edward C. Nagal. He
becomes a stand-in for the au-
dience; uncertain of what to
expect as the media circus he
helped create spirals out of con-
trol. John Sygar as Floyd’s
brother provides stand-up vig-
orous voice as he fights with his
parents to save his brother.

Accolades to the Jos. B
Musumeci, Jr and his set design
of a cave composed of large jig-
saw puzzle pieces. Brian S.
Allard’s lighting and Kenny
Neal’s sound design provide key
unmissable states of mind.

“Floyd Collins” from 1st Stage
is theater with punch that will
leave its mark well beyond
Tysons.

Where and when
1st Stage presents “Floyd

Collins” at 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons. Performances now through
June 26. Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Tickets: Adults $35, Seniors (65+)
$32, students and military $15.
Call 703-854-1856 or visit
www.1ststagetysons.org

1st Stage’s ‘Floyd Collins’;
Original, stunning musical.

Theater with Punch

Photo by Teresa Castracane/Courtesy of 1st Stage

From left — John Sygar (as Homer Collins) and Evan
Casey (as Floyd Collins) in “Floyd Collins” at 1st
Stage in Tysons Corner.

Brandon D. Kendrick, of Vienna,
is on the spring 2016 deans list at
Hampden-Sydney College.

Robert P. Buttarazzi, of Vienna, is
on the spring 2016 deans list at
Hampden-Sydney College.

Megan L. Graves, of Vienna, has
been named to the president’s list for the
2016 spring semester at Elon University.

James “Blair” Glennon IV gradu-
ated from Darden School of Business in
May 2016. He is a 2003 Langley High
School graduate.

Joseph Boyd Greener, of Great
Falls, graduated from Wake Forest Law
in May 2016.

Christie Sweet, of Vienna, majoring
in health and exercise science, graduated
cum laude from Bridgewater College in
May 2016.

Rebecca Helene Cooper-
McDannel received a Master’s degree
in personnel management from East
Carolina University She is a 2007 gradu-
ate of Langley High School in 2007.

Kevin Paul Keena graduated in
May 2015 with a B.A. in history and vi-
sual arts from Hampden-Sydney
College. He hails from Vienna.

Jacob M. Farrar graduated summa
cum laude with a B.S. in biology from
Hampden-Sydney College in May 2016.
He hails from Oakton.

Emma Leiken, a 2012 Mclean High
School graduate, earned Fulbright
grant. She graduated from Oberlin Col-
lege in May 2016.

Brandon  Bast , of Great Falls,
graduated from The University of
Tampa on May 7. He graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in sport manage-

ment and a minor in marketing.

Mary R. Brown of Oakton gradu-
ated from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University, Daytona Beach, FL with a
Bachelor of Science in Meteorology and
a Bachelor of Science in Computational
Mathematics, cum laude. She will be
continuing with graduate work at East
Carolina University.

Savannah Kathleen McBride
was awarded an $8,000 four-year Fra-
ternal College Scholarship in a national
competition by Modern Woodmen of
America. She is the daughter of
Stephen and Lezlie McBride, McLean.
She plans to attend Reed College in
Portland, Ore.

Elisabetta Cantatore, of Great
Falls, a psychology major, has been
named to the dean’s list for the 2015
fall semester at George Mason Uni-
versity.

Reston-based choreographer Sue-Chen Cuff and
Great Falls-based theatre director Jeanne Harrison
won $5,000 each from the Arts Council of Fairfax’s
Strauss Artist Grant. Falls Church composer Stephen
Gorbos also won.

Taiwanese-born choreographer and dancer Shu-
Chen Cuff founded Reston-based Gin Dance Com-
pany in 2011 providing artists the opportunity to
learn, grow, and express themselves through dance.
Cuff serves as artistic director for Gin Dance and regu-
larly performs with her dance company in Fairfax
County and the Washington metropolitan area. She
is known for blending both visual and performance
art in her performances.

Cuff has performed numerous classical and con-
temporary dance works while working with Dana
Tai Soon Burgess Dance Company, Miami Ballet, and
Nevada Ballet Theatre and has toured in Asia, Cen-
tral America, and Europe before relocating to the
Washington, D.C. area in 2002. Cuff is currently on
the faculty of BalletNOVA Center for Dance and the
Metropolitan School of the Arts where she contin-
ues to share her passion for dance with young as-
piring dancers. To find out more about Shu-Chen
Cuff and Gin Dance Company, visit http://
gindance.org.

Theatre artist Jeanne Harrison is Traveling Play-
ers Ensemble’s producing artistic director and
founder. The Ensemble, founded in 2003, is dedi-
cated to bring classical theatre into the great out-
doors through a thriving summer camp and year-
round acting classes and workshops. During her 27-
year teaching career, Harrison has taught for Catho-

lic University, Chapin School, Folger Shakespeare
Library, Loyola University (Maryland), University of
Maryland-Baltimore County, and Interlochen Center
for the Arts, where she directed the Shakespeare pro-
gram. She is an expert on Commedia dell’Arte, a form
of theatre which utilizes masks and stock characters
to deliver improvised performances, as well as a
physical trainer for actors, Harrison has presented
workshops at the National Conference of the Ameri-
can Alliance for Theater and Education. To find out
more about Jeanne Harrison and Traveling Players
Ensemble, visit http://travelingplayers.org.

Composer Stephen Gorbos creates concert music
for a wide range of ensembles and soloists, as well
as music for film, theatre, and dance productions.
He teaches composition, theory, and music technol-
ogy as an associate professor of music and head of
the division of composition and theory at the Catho-
lic University of America’s Benjamin T. Rome School
of Music and was a visiting assistant professor at Yale
University’s Department of Music. His works have
been performed in concert halls across the United
States and in Europe by musicians and orchestras.
To find out more about Stephen Gorbos, visit http:/
/stephengorbos.com.

The Strauss Artist Grants program, funded by
Fairfax County, is an investment in the sustained
growth and development of the arts in Fairfax County
as well as a way to honor contemporary artists’ com-
mitment to an artistic discipline and their contribu-
tions to Fairfax County. For more information on the
Arts Council’s grant programs, visit http://
artsfairfax.org/grants.

Area Choreographer and Theatre Director Win
$5,000 Grant

From left — Shu-Chen Cuff, Jeanne Harrison and Stephen Gorbos

School Notes Send school notes to north@connectionnewspapers.com by noon on Friday.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-328-2270 or 703-581-4951

Licensed            Insured

Spring Clean-up, Mulching,
Sod, Lawn Care, Fertilizing,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

POTOMAC WINDOW
CLEANING COMPANY

Licensed  703-356-4459  Insured

Residential Specialist
Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Pickup Labor

30 yrs Experience in local area.
Full Time Owners Assures Quality.

Services Available Year Round.

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION
Do what 

you can, with
what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Bogged Down
To This – Or Not

Am I supposed to ignore, totally, the
fact that I have cancer? I think I’ve made a
seven-plus year survival history of doing
so, mostly. But being indifferent, sort of, to
a killer disease doesn’t seem particularly
prudent. Granted, it has been a way I’ve
been able to assimilate the stress and
rationalize the anxiety, but as an overall
strategy? I can’t say I’d recommend it,
but…so far, so good.

Occasionally, I do wonder however, if
being more engaged and more in tune –
with my body, my disease, my life expec-
tancy, would help? I mean, not being
depressed by my medical reality can’t be
the answer to a prayer, can it? It seems too
easy, too irresponsible; to be inattentive to
the very thing that might actually be killing
me. Yet I haven’t really stumbled. Cancer
isn’t for sissies, but neither can it be for a
type “A”, high intensity, 24/7 fighter.
There’s a part of me, not large enough I’ll
admit, that feels I should live my life –
without being intentionally self-destructive
– and not let the cancer control me, but
rather that I control it/my life and let the
chips fall where they may. There’s some-
thing to be said for freedom/quality of life,
but is that simply wishful thinking, and
naïve wishful thinking at that? Or is
attempting to live as normally as possible a
key to my success?

I’m sure I’ll never know. It’s likely very
difficult to measure in a clinical study/trial,
the effects of such realities on tumors, and
ultimately, patient outcomes. And neither
is it possible to inject patients with a magic
potion which changes their nature and in
turn affects their survival. Talk about vari-
ables. Even the variable would have vari-
ables. Nevertheless, treatment has to con-
sider mind, body and spirit, doesn’t it?
Allowing for and/or accommodating one
without considering the other two would
seem to presume that the whole is not the
sum of its parts. Who’s to say that keeping
my spirits up is not as important as keep-
ing my creatinine levels (as but one exam-
ple) down? After all, medicine is science,
not arithmetic. The calculations are not
always correct. Sometimes, medical out-
comes are not what’s “prognosed”/ antici-
pated. I’m living proof of that. Ergo, is my
survival based on my medical treatment/
chemotherapy or my DNA, or was it sim-
ply my attitude? To not factor in all possi-
bilities and plan accordingly seems irre-
sponsible, almost.

Perhaps my attitude, my occasional
indifference, my lack of obsession with my
own outcome seems reasonable in light of
my having survived for so many years vs
the fact that so many others have suc-
cumbed to this terrible disease. Or maybe
it’s just blind, stupid, random luck (like the
blind squirrel finding an acorn, as the old
saying goes) and my positive attitude,
sense of humor and non-preoccupation
with my medical circumstances has had
nothing to do with any of it?

Either way, there’s no point in discuss-
ing it, really. If I want to continue living, I
have to take the good with the bad – and
vice versa, and not worry too much about
things I can’t control and about personality
traits I don’t possess.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

ClassifiedClassified

OBITUARY
Marlene (May) Byers, formerly of Pittsburgh, PA. went to 
be with the Lord the evening of Wednesday May 25, 2016.

Marlene is survived by her husband Kenneth Byers, daughter 
and spouse Melissa and Bryan Steward, and sister Jeanine 
May. She was preceded in death by her parents, Audrey and 
Joseph May.

Additional and memorial contribution  information, may be 
found at www.adventfuneral.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC NOTICE
Caribou Hunter, LLC trading 

as Matchbox American 
Kitchen & Spirits, 1100 S. 
Hayes St. Arlington, VA 

22202. The above 
establishment is applying to 

the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer On Premises and 

Mixed Beverages on Premises
license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages. 
Ted Neal, II Chief Executive 

Officer
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

ABC NOTICE
Passion Food Ten, LLC trad-
ing as TenPenh Tysons, 7900 
Westpark Dr, Tysons Corner, 

VA 22101. The above 
establishment is applying to 

the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer On Premises and 

Mixed Beverage
license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages. 
David Wizenberg, Member

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

28 Yard Sales

ANTIQUES    BOUTIQUES   
COLLECTIBLES

June 18, 2016  9 a.m.

2825 Yeonas Drive, Vienna, 
VA 22180

The last house on Yeonas 
Dr., adjacent to I-66

Community 
Yard Sale

June 11
Rain date June 18

Madrillon Springs Ct,
Vienna

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Quinns 1776 LLC trading as 
Quinns, 1776 Wilson Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 22209.  The 

above establishment is 
applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer On Premises and 
Mixed Beverage Restaurant

license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. Reese Gardner 
Managing Member

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 

800-552-3200.

EmploymentEmployment
Osair Technologies- McLean, VA-

Programmer Analyst- Analyze, 
design, develop, and test software 

applications using Java, J2EE, Spring, 
Hibernate, AJAX, Java Script, Oracle, 
UML, WebServices, HTML/XHTML, 
Weblogic, tomcat, CSS, and Jquery. 

Resumes to info@osairtech.com.

PT CDL Transit Drivers for an
Independent School in the
Tysons/McLean, VA areas

Steady Hours/Paid Training & Holidays
CDL w/P, S Ends preferred,

will train for CDL
$15.00 - $17.00/hr w/CDL

Good DMV record req
Apply Online: www.vatransit.org

Questions: 1-877-777-2708 EOE M/F/D/V

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/
. The deadline for submissions is at noon on the Fri-
day prior to publication.

SUNDAY/JUNE 11
Disability Resource Fair. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

ServiceSource Disability Resource Center, 10467
White Granite Drive, Oakton. The fair will
provide personal access to experts in the
disability field. We will have resources,
nonprofit partners, and vendors covering a
range of disability topics including children,
autism, aging, and veterans.
communications@servicesource.org. 703-461-
6000.

Community Accessibility Forum. 11 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. ServiceSource Disability Resource
Center, 10467 Granite Drive, Oakton. Review
the forum information to develop an action plan
that addresses community recommendations,
barriers, and service gaps. Register at 703-324-
5847 or disabilityservices@fairfaxcounty.gov.

SUNDAY/JUNE 12
Rights When Dying. 2-4 p.m. Unitarian

Universalist Church of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. Rosalind Kipping will tell the
Memorial Society of Northern Virginia about
efforts to make medical aid-in-dying a legal
option for terminally ill, mentally competent
adults. She will also explain how, without this
right, a dying person can still maintain control.
Free. 703-765-4779.

TUESDAY/JUNE 14
Information Session Basis Independent

McLean. 7 p.m. Westin Tysons, 7801 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. Co-founder Michael Block
will speak on the upcoming school coming in
McLean. To register, go to http://
mclean.basisindependent.com or call
703.854.1253.

THURSDAY/JUNE 16
Vienna Metro Station Bicycle Access Study

Meeting. 6:30 p.m. Oakton High School, 2900
Sutton Road, Vienna. The meeting will focus on
proposed concepts from the Bicycle Access
Study, and gather community feedback toward
selecting preferred alternatives in the area
between Nutley Street, Sutton Road, and
Virginia Center Boulevard/County Creek Road.
For more information on the project, area map
or to submit comments online, visit http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/bike/
viennametrobikestudy.htm.

Bulletin Board

Faith Notes are for announcements and events in
the faith community. Send to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Fri-
day at noon.

The Church of the Holy Comforter in
Vienna, 543 Beulah Road, is offering the course
“Your Faith, Your Life: An Invitation to the Episco-
pal Church.” Classes will be April 17; May 1, 15,
22; June 5 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Light lunch and
childcare provided. Visit https://ttsu.me/1tg to
sign up for a book and

Great Falls United Methodist
Church,10100 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, will
host annual yard sale/flea market on Saturday,
May 7, 2016 from 7 a.m.-2 p.m. You can now re-
serve a 10x10’ space ($25) to sell your own
treasures or donate items to the church (they
would pick up). Come shop, donate and/or sell
your own things. 703-582-1640.

St. Francis Episcopal Church , 9220
Georgetown Pike in Great Falls, offers musical,
educational, outreach and fellowship ministries in
addition to worship services, including a 7:45 a.m.
worship service without music; 9 a.m. worship ser-
vice, children’s chapel and children’s choirs; 10
a.m. Sunday school and adult forum; and 11 a.m.
worship service with adult choir. 703-759-2082.

The Antioch Christian Church offers a time
of Prayer and Healing on Wednesday evenings at
6:30 p.m. for anyone wanting encouragement and
healing through prayers. People are available to
pray with you or for you. Antioch Christian Church
is located at 1860 Beulah Road in Vienna.
www.antiochdoc.org

Faith Notes
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Office: 703-757-3222
Susan Canis

Associate Realtor
9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066 • 703-759-9190Sally Marvin

Associate Realtor
Great Falls $575,000 Great Falls $2,599,000Great Falls $1,325,000

Great Falls $899,000

Great Falls $1,399,000

Great Falls $1,699,000

Great Falls $1,375,000 Great Falls $1,375,000

Great Falls $2,248,000Great Falls $1,499,000

Great Falls $1,899,000

Great Falls $1,249,000 Great Falls $950,000

Reston $453,500 Great Falls $699,000

Great Falls $1,599,000 Great Falls $1,050,000 Great Falls $549,000
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